
Subject: Serial Number Chart
Posted by LesS on Sun, 02 Oct 2005 00:51:24 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Subject: Re: Serial Number Chart
Posted by chicagobill on Mon, 03 Oct 2005 15:51:19 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Les:
I'd like to take the time to thank you for all the work that you have done regarding these serial
number lists. It's an amazing list of dates, numbers and physical features. And even more
amazing is the fact that you freely share this information with all of us.
Thanks again, Bill.

Subject: Re: Serial Number Chart
Posted by rodak on Mon, 03 Oct 2005 17:28:26 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I second that - good work, Les!

I collect information on the organs, but I only have details from four specimens.  If anyone has a
Kustom Kombo organ, lift up the top (it's hinged, just lifts right up) and write down any numbers on
the metal ID plate and/or the paper tag stapled nearby on the back side.  One of the numbers on
the paper tag is, I believe, a date.

I don't know where the serial/date info is on the Kombo II, but if anyone has those, I'll take them
as well.  If I ever gather enough to warrant it, I'll post them here, too.

Subject: Re: Serial Number Chart
Posted by pianopete on Sun, 04 Dec 2005 22:00:52 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

I have a Kustom Commander Model 28-L, S/N 97286 which I purchased from Music Mart, North
Palm Beach FL.  Trying to rely on my memory, I thought I had purchased it in the late 60s, but
according to the Serial Number Chart it would have been in early 1973..... which didn't seem
correct at first, but I assume the chart is correct and my recollection is incorrect.  Anyway, I still
have it ( planning on handing it off to a grandson ) and it still looks great and sounds great after
many gigs up until the early 90s. Actually, at the time I was using it with a Fender Rhodes
piano..... best I remember, it also made a decent piano bench.
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Subject: Re: Serial Number Chart
Posted by woody96 on Mon, 05 Dec 2005 13:25:13 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Man, does your commander look like this?  I have had this one for about a year...it is MINT!
  

Subject: Re: Serial Number Chart
Posted by pianopete on Mon, 05 Dec 2005 17:07:00 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Basically, mine looks just like yours.  Except... mine is black, and the handles are on the sides....
not on the top.  Condition mint.....  and totally quiet after come contact cleaner... no hiss, no
buzz... sounds great.  Only mods is a 3 prong power cord.

Subject: Re: Serial Number Chart
Posted by LesS on Mon, 05 Dec 2005 18:05:09 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi Pete,
The serial number chart is an estimate assuming serial numbers were used in exact order.
For most Kustoms it will be close, maybe plus or minus 3 weeks.
For example, a Kustom I just bought was produced 4/28/70 according to the chart, and the actual
production date was 5/20/70 (it was a K100C-6 – maybe the 50’s section of the chart is
more accurate for K100C-8’s).
Yours was made probably in late January 1973, so you probably bought it at some point after
about March or April 1973.  Send me the numbers hand written on the top front frame of your amp
and I will try to figure out the exact production date.

I used to live in Florida; in 1975 I bought some Kustom gear from that same store - Music Mart in
North Palm Beach FL.
-Les S

Subject: Re: Serial Number Chart
Posted by woody96 on Mon, 05 Dec 2005 18:09:10 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

BEEUUTTIIFFUULLLLL!  I wish mine had the handles on the side too.....the charcoal is mint
too....yours and mine are the only two I HAVE EVER seen in person or in a real picture.....seen
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lots of challengers and the bass model, but never a commander....I LOVE the way mine
sounds---what kind of speakers you got in yours??

Another pix for ya:

Subject: Re: Serial Number Chart
Posted by pianopete on Mon, 05 Dec 2005 18:15:24 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The estimate date is close enough...... Thanks for the offer.  If I pull the amp out of the case again
soon, I'll look for the hand written numbers.  Would you or anyone else happen to know which if
any  of the accessory foot switches currently sold by Kustom would work with this amp?  I can't
seem to find my original one.... must have lost it somewhere along the way.

Subject: Re: Serial Number Chart
Posted by pianopete on Mon, 05 Dec 2005 18:24:39 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

The speakers in my Commander are labeled:  KEI, Kustom Electronics, P/N 038 5008 00 G   
During the 80s when I often used the Commander with a Fender Rhodes piano, I worried that the
heavy bass would turn em wrong side out.....  but they seem to have hung in there AOK.  I finally
retired the Commander from piano duty when I got a Peavy keyboard amp.

Subject: Re: Serial Number Chart
Posted by woody96 on Mon, 05 Dec 2005 18:42:37 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

You know Pete, I am in the same boat...need a footswitch to control the reverb and
vib/trem.....maybe any generic 1/4" jack two button switch will do......

Subject: Re: Serial Number Chart
Posted by serabul on Sun, 11 Mar 2007 17:05:26 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

hi how are you this fine day read the chart and thanks it helped alot I just had the oppertunity to
buy a k200b 1 head needs some work but any way I have the two 3-15 cts speakers in the silver
no tears or cuts no where. in the later part of chart you mentioned that the later models had the
steel with insert mine only say cts and have no serial no. but have steel handles would this be
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correct. my heads serial no is 48882 k200b-1 thanks much serabul.  

Subject: Re: Serial Number Chart
Posted by Siggy on Fri, 29 Jun 2007 18:30:45 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Here's an example of an early Frankie.

4 digit hand written serial #, stove top knobs, red jewel

 http://www.printroom.com/ViewAlbum.asp?userid=Siggy&albu m_id=60649&image_id= 

Subject: Re: Serial Number Chart
Posted by Siggy on Tue, 06 Nov 2007 23:24:15 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

OK,

I've been looking at this chart and the serial number on my Frankie is 2193. Does this mean that I
have on of the first of the first?

It's a J495RV which isn't listed under the model numbers. I bought it new in 65.

Thanks for the great website.

Subject: Re: Serial Number Chart
Posted by LesS on Wed, 07 Nov 2007 12:20:37 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Siggy,
Yes - your S.N. 2193 is one of the first ones made.

Kustom serial numbers started at 2001 (or possibly 2000) so this was the 193rd Kustom amp
made (out of 110,000 Tuck&Roll amps).
-Les S

Subject: Re: Serial Number Chart
Posted by mattjess on Sun, 09 Dec 2007 18:58:46 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message
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I have a Tuck & Roll cabinet with 4 speakers with the same serial numbers you have (038 5008
00).  One of them has a rip in it and I want to replace with a comparable speaker of the same
wattage.  Do you know what the wattage is on this speaker?
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